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Carole Bergmann serves as Forest Ecologist and Field Botanist for the Maryland-
National Capital Park and Planning Commission. She is a founding board member of the
Mid-Atlantic Exotic Pest Plant Council and the Maryland Invasive Species Council and
holds memberships in the Plant Conservation Alliance’s Alien Plant Working Group and
the Montgomery County Forestry Board, and is the President of the Maryland Native
Plant Society. M.S. in Environmental Biology, Hood College.

Melanie Choukas-Bradley is author of three natural history books, including two
botanical field guides, and she is a free-lance contributor to the Washington Post. She has
led many field trips for the Audubon Naturalist Society. B.A., University of Vermont.

Jessie Cohen photographs nature and wildlife around the world. She has been a
photographer for almost 30 years, most of which has been as staff photographer with the
National Zoo. B.A., Beloit College.

Pat Durkin conducts butterfly surveys for the National Park Service and other
organizations. She is director of the Baltimore Checkerspot Restoration Project of
Maryland. B.A., University of Maryland.

Mark England is Project Manager/Estimator at Canam Contractors. He leads birding
trips and forays for the Audubon Naturalist Society and participates in breeding bird
atlases and surveys.

Gary Evans is Director, Natural Resources Distance Learning Consortium, Virginia
Polytechnic Institute and State University. Chair of the Advisory Committee to the
Natural History Field Studies program in the 1990s and recipient of the Graduate School
Director’s Award from both the current and previous Directors. Ph.D., Colorado State
University.

Dan Ferandez is a retired Navy Meteorologist & Oceanographer. He teaches
meteorology and oceanography at Anne Arundel Community College and at University
of Maryland University College. He is also the Coordinator and Adviser of the Earth-
Space Science Program at Johns Hopkins University Graduate Division of Education.
M.S. Meteorology & Physical Oceanography, Naval Postgraduate School.

Cristol Fleming is a former regional ecologist for the Maryland Natural Heritage
Program. She is a recipient of the Graduate School, USDA Faculty Excellence Award.
B.A., Bennington College.



Jane Huff is a natural science educator and former Director of Education for the
Audubon Naturalist Society. She is a recipient of the Graduate School, USDA Faculty
Excellence Award. Ph.D., Michigan State University.

Stephanie Mason is Senior Naturalist at the Audubon Naturalist Society where she
teaches classes and leads field trips both in the mid-Atlantic and farther afield. B.A.
Goshen College.

Joe Marx teaches physical and historical geology at Northern Virginia Community
College. M.S., California Institute of Technology.

Liam McGranaghan teaches Biology at Northern Virginia Community College and
Loudon Valley High School. M.S., George Mason University.

Donald Messersmith is a retired professor of entomology at the University of Maryland
and leads international birding trips. Winner of the USDA Graduate School Faculty
Excellence Award. Ph.D., Virginia Polytechnic Institute.

Kent Minichiello is the co-editor of From Blue Ridge to Barrier Island, JHU Press,
2000, and other scholarly publications. Dr. Minichiello was co-coordinator of the Natural
History Field Studies Program during the 1990's, and a recipient of the Graduate School
USDA Director’s Award. Ph.D., George Washington University.

Leon Nawojchik is a biologist for the Fairfax County Park Authority. M.S., Long Island
University.

Katherine Nelson is a Planner-Coordinator with the Montgomery County Department of
Park and Planning. She is a recipient of the Outstanding Award in Physical Planning.
She is a certified Arborist. Masters in Planning, University of Virginia.

Martin Ogle is a Chief Naturalist for the Northern Virginia Regional Park Authority,
stationed at Potomac Overlook Regional Park. M.S., Wildlife Science, Virginia Tech.

Doug Redmond is a Principal Natural Resources Specialist/Aquatic Ecologist with the
Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission. M.S. Marine - Estuarine
Environmental Sciences, University of Maryland, College Park.

Stanwyn G. Shetler is Curator of Botany Emeritus at the National Museum of Natural
History, Smithsonian Institution, and the founding instructor of the first plant
identification course in the Field Studies Program. Ph.D., University of Michigan.



