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Ideas for Helping Your Schools Celebrate Earth Day
As a GreenKids Naturalist, you should plan on conducting activities at one or two of your schools on Earth Day.  It is an important day for you to be promoting awareness about the environment!  You might plan to work with one grade level (for example, plant sunflower seeds with all of the kindergarten classes) or focus on a special project such as tree planting or garden planting with Green Teams or specific classes.    
Earth Day is the perfect day to do a No-Trash Lunch in the cafeteria, as it allows you to reach all of the students in one day and in a way that is fun, educational, and memorable for them.  Alternatively, you may plan a Schoolyard Clean-up during recess time.  (This takes planning ahead to get permission from the principal and recess monitors.  You will need to bring gloves and trash bags, and you will want some parent volunteers to help you, but it will score big points on the Pollution Prevention section of the Green School application.)
Obviously, you cannot be at all of your schools on Earth Day.  However, even if you cannot be at a school, there are still ways you can support it in planning for Earth Day.  Whole school activities you can facilitate and promote for your schools can include:

· Wear Green for Earth Day (make sure teachers take photos!)

· Turn off the power for at least ten minutes at the end of the day.   Provide schools with a written announcement to be made at this time.  This is also a good time to have teachers label all of the light switches if you provide them with the labels ahead of time.
· Give your schools written materials with advice on “going green” that they can publish on listserves and in principals’ notes.
· Give teachers a gift by making job pocket charts for them. 
· Encourage classes to participate in the ANS Birdathon.  Give the classes stickers, binoculars, bird posters, etc.  Make it fun and memorable for them.

· Give your schools ideas for projects to do outside on Earth Day.

· Provide your principals and PTA leaders with write-ups for their newsletters describing GreenKids, special projects such as native plant gardens, and progress being made toward becoming a Green School.
· Arrange a partnership with a local grocery store to have students decorate paper grocery bags ahead of time to donate to the store for use on Earth Day, in exchange for a donation of reusable bags to the students.

BE CREATIVE AND HAVE FUN!!!   AND PLEASE SHARE YOUR GREAT IDEAS!!!
