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Edible Container Gardening Comes to MCPS

February 2011 

We are changing the world, one salad at a time! With generous support from TogetherGreen, an alliance of Toyota and the National Audubon Society, ANS GreenKids students will be learning first-hand about the ecological and health benefits of locally produced food by growing their own salad greens at schools this spring.
GreenKids has worked in collaboration with Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS), the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC), Montgomery College, and the University of Maryland Extension to produce a newly launched MCPS website that provides teachers with detailed instructions on raising edible plants with students. You can visit the MCPS edible container garden website at:

www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/outdoored/garden/container/cgindex.shtm. 
Container gardening is great for growing cool weather crops during the spring and fall when school is in session. It also provides wonderful opportunities for engaging students with science in their schoolyards.
We were very fortunate to have Kevin Stubbs from Boy Scout Troop 249 in Silver Spring help ANS launch this initiative by building ten container gardens (called “salad tables(”) for his Eagle Scout project. Different types of lettuce will be grown on the salad tables( at select GreenKids schools. Thanks to Kevin and all of the scouts who have worked so hard to make our schools a little greener this spring, and for helping us remind everyone that we can all shape tomorrow with the actions we take today! 
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Scout Kevin Stubbs from Troop 249 with the salad tables( ready to be delivered to GreenKids schools for spring gardening
Web Links 
Audubon Naturalist Society GreenKids www.ansgreenkids.org 
Montgomery County Public Schools www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org
Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission www.mncppc.org
Montgomery College www.montgomerycollege.edu/landscapetechnology
University of Maryland Extension www.extension.umd.edu
TogetherGreen www.togethergreen.org
