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Outdoor Classrooms Open at Emerick and Hillsboro ESs
A ceremony celebrating the official opening of Emerick Elementary School’s outdoor classroom will be held on June 15. A ceremony celebrating the official opening of Hillsboro Elementary School’s two outdoor classrooms was held on June 3. 
Over the past two years, students of Emerick have worked to research, plant, and enhance a Pollinator Meadow on school grounds. It serves not only as a wildlife habitat, but also as an outdoor classroom for hands-on experiences in nature and for teacher-led lessons reflecting Virginia Standards of Learning. 
To kick-off Emerick Elementary’s end-of-year school picnic, students will show parents and guests the plants in the meadow and there will be display of other environmental education efforts the school has initiated. 
“Our students have been engaged in so many wonderful projects throughout the entire two years of our partnership with these organizations, and as a result, going green is now part of everything they do. They understand that they can make a difference,” said Deborah Cookus, Principal of Emerick Elementary.
To kick-off the Hillsboro Elementary Parent Teacher Association’s end-of-year school picnic, students showed parents and guests the outdoor classrooms and activities they created for these habitats and there will be displays of how students view our environment through their own works of art, as well as displays of other environmental education efforts the school has initiated. Over the past three years, students at Hillsboro Elementary School have worked to research, plant, and enhance two habitats: a Pollinator Garden and a Wildlife Refueling Station for birds. These gardens serve as outdoor classrooms for hands-on experiences in nature as well as for teacher-led lessons reflecting Virginia Standards of Learning. 
“Children learn best by doing. Our students have been involved in every step of creating these outdoor classrooms and, with help from faculty and parents, will work to sustain them for years to come. These habitats also give current and future generations of students at Hillsboro Elementary wonderful hands-on experiences that show them that they can make a difference in helping our environment,” said Dave Michener, Principal of Hillsboro Elementary.
The outdoor classroom installations at both elementary schools were part of the school’s “Go Green” initiative undertaken in partnership with the Newton Marasco Foundation and the Audubon Naturalist Society’s GreenKids program. Both schools also received the Virginia Naturally School Recognition Award, and a National Wildlife Federation School Habitat Certification.
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