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Green Groups Team Up With Two Schools

(Created: Thursday, April 22, 2010 1:27 PM EDT) 

The Audubon Naturalist Society and the Newton Marasco Foundation have partnered with Hillsboro and Emerick elementary schools to support the schools' environmental education efforts.

The two organizations have developed programs to help students gain a better understanding of their local environment and the plants and animals that inhabit it. NMF's Field It program encourages hands-on education through the habitat and outdoor classroom projects, environmental field trips, arts and literature projects. ANS's GreenKids program helps provide funding for Field It activities, and trains teachers how to use outdoor classrooms and habitats for educational activities that correlate with Loudoun County Public Schools' science curriculum standards.

Earlier this month, students from Emerick began planting a meadow that will serve as an outdoor classroom and wildlife habitat for a variety of birds and insects that help pollinate local plant species. Students got to choose which plants would most likely attract local pollinators.

Monday, Hillsboro students will install a "wildlife refueling station" with plants that attract birds. Each class was tasked with researching the habits and plant preferences of a specific bird, and will sow a plant voted to attract said bird.

Community members also collaborated on the project, including Morgan Walker of Gardens of Delight, who provided guidance on the layout of the habitats and donated some of the plants for both schools. Loudoun Valley High School teacher John DeMary provided recommendations on the habitat layouts, while members of the Hillsboro and Emerick Parent Teacher associations, Loudoun Master Gardeners and Virginia Native Plant Society will be providing assistance in installing the habitats.
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