



Arts, Schools 
http://wheaton-md.patch.com/articles/arcola-gets-butterfly-garden-of-their-own 
Arcola Gets Butterfly Garden of Their Own

39.04603

-77.038178

primary

Arcola Gets Butterfly Garden of Their Own
Arcola Elementary School

1820 Franwall Ave, Wheaton, MD

/listings/arcola-elementary-school

1283798 

/locations/2560287

"GreenKids" project will host butterflies from science unit next spring.


By Nadiah Rodriguez
November 29, 2010
Top of Form

Bottom of Form

SECTION SPONSORED BY

[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]





If you venture out to where Franwall Avenue meets Yates Street, a plot that now looks empty will grow to a unique garden, one that will bring butterflies back to Arcola Elementary.

As part of the life cycle of butterflies unit in the second grade curriculum, students visit Brookside Gardens and each receives their very own caterpillar. Marisela Campbell, a second grade teacher at Arcola, says students observe the butterfly lifecycle by nurturing them through three of the four phases before eventually releasing them.

"It's a bitter sweet moment," Campbell said about the butterflies' eventual flight out of the classroom. "The children constantly asked why we couldn't have our own butterfly garden."

After naming and growing attached to their butterflies, the children wanted to have their own butterfly garden, like at Brookside, to make sure their new friends stayed at the school. Lauren Simpson, a naturalist with the Audubon Naturalist Society and third-year environmental educator, was already working with the school on other green activities and offered to make the dream a reality.

Soon after, each of the six classes in Arcola's second grade was able to lend a hand in creating a butterfly garden from the ground up.

"This is the first year that this has happened. I think this is a wonderful experience for the students," says Campbell, who didn't mind getting her hands dirty with the project. "Being that they were the first class to plant the butterfly garden should give them a special pride."

The garden is part of a larger project underway at Arcola called GreenKids, a two-year, grant-funded, education outreach program that was established by Audubon. For the past six years, GreenKids has partnered with Montgomery County Public Schools to provide environmental education and a stewardship activity to one class at a time. To date, GreenKids has worked with over 30 schools through an application program, including middle and high schools.

GreenKids looks for candidates that demonstrate not just an interest in furthering their environmental education but those that are already incorporating such values in their student body.

Each chosen school is then assigned a naturalist, like Simpson, who then starts working with specific teachers to schedule lessons and activities.

Jenny Brown, a four-year GreenKids veteran and school garden coordinator, assisted with the design of the garden as well as acquiring the plants from local non-profit Chesapeake Natives.

The garden, which is four by eight feet in size, is located in the playground at the end of the blacktop. A wide variety of plants ranging from parsley to purple coneflowers to New England Asters are expected to blossom. According to Brown, when in full bloom by next spring, each plant will persuade certain species of butterflies, including swallowtails and others, to pay regular visits to the garden before flying south for the winter.

Brown felt the project was a great way to add on to the lifecycle unit, but also get the children the results they wanted, possibly year after year.

"If butterflies notice certain types of plants that are good for their eggs, they will come back and the cycle continues."

"The butterfly garden is one of the biggest accomplishments," says Simpson. "We're trying to foster lifelong environmental literacy and stewardship."

With the help of the Audubon and the GreenKids program, Arcola will be ready to apply in April to become a Maryland Certified Green School.
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Second graders dig holes for the butterfly garden
Second graders from Arcola Elementary dig
plants alongside Arcola Elementary School. 
the plot of land that will blossom into a butterfly 
Credit: Taylor Kate Brown
garden come spring.
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Julie Moser, Brandy Moser, Jonny Moser and
GreenKids schoolyard garden coordinator,
their father the scout leader, Jon Moser helped 
Jenny Brown shows second graders how to
Arcola students plant the butterfly garden.
plant the garden.
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