LABELING LIGHT SWITCHES ON EARTH DAY OR EARTH HOUR:
SAMPLE ANNOUNCEMENT
(A GreenKids educator created this written announcement and made 30 light switch labels to give to a school principal for use as an Earth Day activity.  The announcement was read at the end of the day, and all the light switches were labeled at that time.)

Attention Staff and Students:
Happy Earth Day!  In honor of this special day and to help us in our goal of becoming a Maryland Green School, we are asking all staff at this time to turn off the lights in your classrooms for the next ten minutes.  
All teachers should have received a “Save Energy” light switch label for Earth Day.  Please take a moment now to tape that label above or near the light switch in your room.  These labels will help remind all of us and our school visitors to turn off the lights every time we leave a room at our school.  
Did you know that the energy we use at our school comes from coal that is burned at a power plant in northern Montgomery County?  Whenever we use lights, computers and other electrical equipment, we are contributing to the burning of coal, which pollutes our environment and contributes to global warming.  Coal comes from the remains of plants that lived millions of years ago.  When you leave the lights on in a room that is empty, or when you leave a TV or computer on when you are not using it, you are wasting this precious resource.  It is also very expensive to burn coal.  In fact, our school system spends $42 million every year on electricity, and one-third of that money is for the lighting in our classrooms. 
We all have the power to make a difference and to reduce pollution in our environment.  We can save money, conserve energy, and reduce pollution simply if we are careful to use only using the energy that we need.  So please remember to turn off the lights and other electrical equipment when you are not using them.  Thank you, and have a wonderful Earth Day!
